
Stratification/Reproducing 
Inequality 

Reading:  

1. Ridgeway, Cecilia. 2014. “Why Status Matters for 
Inequality.” American Sociological Review 79(1):1-16.  

2. Avent-Holt, Dustin, and Don Tomaskovic-Devey. 2019. 
“Organizations as the Building Blocks of Social Inequalities.” 
Sociology Compass 13(2). 
https://doi.org/10.1111/soc4.12655  

Assignments:  

1. Weekly Reflection (due Friday 5pm)  
2. Submit form if you want to do the group project alone  

Notes: 

1. Groups will be assigned  

 
Class and Mobility Reading:  

1. McMillan Cottom, Tressie. 2017. Lower Ed: The Troubling 
Rise of For-Profit Colleges in the New Economy. New York: 
The New Press.  

Assignments:  

1. Weekly Reflection (due Friday 5pm)  
2. Paper proposal (due Friday 5pm)  

 
Poverty Reading:  

1. Rivera, Lauren A. 2011. “Ivies, Extracurriculars, and 
Exclusion: Elite Employers’ Use of Educational Credentials.” 
Research in Social Stratification and Mobility 29: 71-90.  

2. Rivera, Lauren A. 2012. “Diversity within Reach: 
Recruitment versus Hiring in Elite Firms.” ANNALS of the 
American Academy of Political and Social Science 639: 70-
89.  

Assignments:  

1. Weekly Reflection (due Friday 5pm)  

 

https://doi.org/10.1111/soc4.12655


Race and Ethnicity Reading: 

1. Brady, David. 2019 “Theories of the Causes of Poverty.” 
Annual Review of Sociology 45: 155- 175.  

2. Baker, Regina. 2020. “Why Is the American South Poorer?” 
Social Forces 99(1): 126–154. 
https://doi.org/10.1093/sf/soz149  

Recommended Reading: 

• Wilson, William J. 1987. The Truly Disadvantaged: The Inner 
City, the Underclass, and Public Policy. Chicago: University 
of Chicago Press.  

Assignments:  

1. Weekly Reflection (due Friday 5pm)  
2. Annotated Bibliography (due Friday 5pm)  

 
Gender Reading:  

1. Branch, Enobong Hannah. 2007. “The Creation of Restricted 
Opportunity due to the Intersection of Race & Sex: Black 
Women in the Bottom Class.” Race, Gender & Class 14: 
247–264. https://www.jstor.org/stable/41675302  

2. Branch, Enobong Hannah, and Caroline Hanley. 2017. “A 
Racial-Gender Lens on Precarious Nonstandard 
Employment.” Research in the Sociology of Work 31: 183–
213. https://doi.org/10.1108/S0277-283320170000031006  

Assignments:  

1. Weekly Reflection (due Friday 5pm)  

 
Spatial Stratification Reading:  

1. Richard Rothstein, “Preface,” and “If San Francisco, then 
Everywhere?” from The Color of Law: A Forgotten History of 
How Our Government Segregated America (Liveright 
Publishing, 2017).  

Assignments:  
1. Weekly Reflection (due Friday 5pm)  
2. Final Paper (due Friday 11:59pm) 

 

https://doi.org/10.1093/sf/soz149

